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Greetings, First Baptist Community!

As we embrace the changing seasons and the promise

of renewal that April brings, we are reminded of the

old adage, "April showers bring May flowers." Just as

the rain nourishes the earth, our school community

continues to grow and flourish in both spirit and

knowledge.

Continued on Page 2...

By Dr. Justin Mitchel l
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In reflecting on the connection between April showers and May flowers, we find inspiration in the words of Isaiah

55:10-11: "For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth,

making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes

out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed

in the thing for which I sent it."

Just as rain brings forth life from the earth, God's word nurtures our minds and souls, guiding us on our

educational journey and preparing us to bloom in His service. We are blessed to have had so many exciting things

going on for both campuses this month. Our students have participated in exciting field trips, engaging school

projects, and a variety of community service opportunities. 

Before spring break, nearly 50 students took the stage in our 1st-12th grade production of "Peter Pan." It was

wonderful to see students from both campuses come together with a shared goal. April is a very busy month in

the arts, with multiple upcoming programs. On Saturday, April 27th, our annual High School Art & Photography

show will open for one week of showcasing student work on our James Island Campus. Sunday, April 28th, 95

students from K3-12th grade will take the stage at Burke High School in our annual FBS Spring Dance Showcase.

Our April arts events will conclude with our music showcase on Tuesday, April 30th, featuring our band and choir

students presenting an evening of music on our Downtown Campus. Please mark your calendars for these special

events coming from our Fine Arts Department's various programs. 

First Baptist spring athletic teams are off to great starts to their respective seasons. Varsity boys soccer remains

undefeated as they took control of their region with a big overtime win over Pinewood last week! Girls soccer

continues to work hard as they achieved their first win of the season with a resounding win over Northwood. Our

varsity baseball team picked up a huge 1-0 victory at home over Pinewood in one of the most exciting games of

the season. Softball is back at First Baptist and our JV team is undefeated to start the year, so far outscoring

their opponents 48-20. Track & Field continues to compete at the highest levels with so many of our athletes

achieving personal best records from one meet to the next. Each of our varsity golfers have improved and

recorded their career low scores. With a lot of hard work and dedication, our golf team at First Baptist has a very

bright future ahead over the next few years.

As we navigate the remainder of the school year, let us continue to embrace the blessings of growth, learning,

and community. May the showers of April nourish our minds and hearts, leading us to bloom into the beautiful

flowers God intended us to be.

Wishing you all a joyful and fruitful April!

We invite you to stay up-to-date with current events by following First Baptist School’s social media and our

school webpage. #WeAreFB

Be blessed,
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View Athletic Calendar

FBS 11th Biennial Live & Silent Auction

https://www.fbschool.org/calendar


Spring Book Fair

The Scholastic Book Fair will be back the week of April 22nd! Keep an eye out for more
information! Every purchase from the book fair helps raise money for our school!

Teacher Appreciation Week begins April 22nd! PTO will be sending out further
information and how parents can help soon!

Teacher Appreciation Week

Camp Jumpstart: Summer Enrichment

Our Summer Enrichment camp will be back this summer as Camp Jumpstart! Rising K5-8th
grade students are invited to attend this one week camp to revisit skills and get a head start
on skills for the upcoming school year. Register here

IN THE KNOW
s c h o o l  h a p p e n i n g s

FIRST BAPTIST SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow along with our daily happenings on our social media

pages! Below are the official school social media pages.

SCHOOL FINE ARTS ATHLETICS
Want to share your photos with

us? Be sure to tag us and use

our school hashtag!

#WeAreFB

https://www.instagram.com/fbschool/
https://www.instagram.com/fbsfinearts/
https://www.instagram.com/canesfbs/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistSchoolCharleston
https://www.facebook.com/firstbaptistfinearts
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistHurricanes
https://twitter.com/FBHurricanes
https://twitter.com/CanesFBS
https://www.fbschool.org/events-1/camp-jumpstart-summer-enrichment-program


Developing 
Core Beliefs

that is anything but inclusive, equitable, or
respectful of diversity. What happens when
inclusion is exclusion, equity is favoring one group
over another, and diversity is a celebration of the
party line? We grasp reality through the agency of
language. When language undergoes a radical
facelift, it’s hard to know real from fake, right from
wrong, truth from lies.

hen politics usurps our language, we are in
trouble. Take DEI initiatives, which are in
free fall since the recent exposure of the
Ivy League establishment for behavior 

The Orwellian vision of language corruption for
political ends has taken hold in precincts that once
were a safe harbor for the expression of diverse
opinions. We grow through exposure to different
points of view. Schools have been a protected
sanctuary for open discourse in a civil environment
in which we respect the dignity of each individual.
Schools have historically served to instill social skills
that prepare a young person for active participation
in communities.

Diversity flourishes in a community of respect for others, for
institutional policies and procedures, and for vested authority. 

WRITTEN BY DR. LEONARD KUPERSMITH
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A P P L Y  H E R E

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfakx752eRkIOVomjsWbxVt_kGJ09RUJSqs_M9meIaKqOnBWQ/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0


What a sad state for those growing up today. It is
dangerous to express an opinion without the censors
from both ends of the political spectrum crying foul.
What a disservice to the maturation of young minds
and hearts to be constrained by the language police
ready to pounce on and punish comments outside of
their exclusionary and forcibly monitored
boundaries. Teachers are employed to enhance
knowledge with verifiable information, inspire the
pursuit of knowledge, and referee a vigorous
exchange of ideas and opinions. Teachers are
arbiters, not ideologues. The “safe spaces” that they
protect allow open dialogue. In the illiberal parlance
of much of the academic world, a “safe space” lends
license to behavior that threatens others and
muzzles their freedom of expression. The space is
safe only to the anointed to whom school leadership
deeds the exclusive space.

This preamble brings me to my theme: diversity as
we knew it before educators designed a language
catechism. Our youngest daughter is a senior VP for
Amazon leading teams in assessing performance.
She took a PhD at the University of Tennessee in
Industrial Organizational Psychology. During her
undergraduate years, at Hendrix College, in Conway,
Arkansas, she worked on a project designed to
determine the influence of diverse values on the
performance of teams. Their particular study (I am
confident that the devil is in the details in
understanding this project) disclosed that teams
with shared values did better on their assignments
than those with disparate values. In my career, I have
hired a good number of senior management leaders.
Compatibility with institutional core values topped
my list of essential traits. In a landmark Harvard
Business Review piece, Jim Collins, the Good to
Great author, and Jerry Porris, the co-author with
Collins of Built to Last, cogently argue that
leadership searches will be unsuccessful if there isn’t
close alignment between the candidate’s core values
and corporate core values. In what might be a
dissenting opinion, Malcolm Gladwell in a New
Yorker magazine at about the same time as our
daughter’s study offered a variant conclusion based
on a study of the decision dynamics of the leadership
team that served Franklin Roosevelt in the thirties, a 

model that I endorse for a management team.
Roosevelt encouraged a free-for-all among the
participants of his inner circle making high-level
decisions.

The best of both worlds combines a team of leaders
who have diverse points of view coupled with a
presiding commitment to a shared view of the good
of the organization.

To relate this discussion to our high-school
community at First Baptist, I see diversity at its best
in the program that we have recently inaugurated on
the model of the This I Believe series on NPR.
Fourteen members of our senior class of fifty-one
have presented their statements of core beliefs.
Every statement has been absorbing, positive, and
personal. The roster will be complete at the end of
April. Teachers and staff have also been invited to
present TIB remarks. The core beliefs have run a
gamut from the virtues of a comfortable chair to the
benefits of silence to the conviction that everything
happens for a reason, a foreordained pattern woven
into the Divine tapestry. These values reflect the
diversity of our student body as a whole. Our
students are not clones, but independent-thinking
adolescents with convictions grounded on faith and
fact. Diversity flourishes in a community of respect
for others, for institutional policies and procedures,
and for vested authority. Our students see things as
individuals with diverse experiences and family
traditions. I cherish the harmony of these differences
in the mosaic of our FBS community.
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FINE ARTS
Events
High School Art &
Photography Show
Opens April 27, and runs through May
3.

fbschool.org/fine-arts

James Island Campus

Burke High School Auditorium

Downtown Campus

Spring Dance
Showcase
See our K3-12 grade dancers come
together for our spring showcase!
Tickets will be available soon!

Spring Concert
Our choir and band will perform their
spring concert in the downtown
sanctuary.



College Counseling
S H A N N O N  R O Y

C O L L E G E  C O U N S E L O R

Dear High School Parents,

As we transition into April, I hope this newsletter finds you well and ready for the exciting updates
and opportunities ahead. March was a month filled with important milestones and valuable
discussions, particularly for our sophomore students. Here's a brief recap of what we covered during
our individual sessions:

Transcript Review: Each student had the chance to delve into their transcript, gaining a deeper
understanding of how the weighted GPA system works and its implications for college admissions.
We also discussed class ranks and their significance in the college application process.
Course Planning for Next Year: We dedicated time to exploring course options for the upcoming
academic year, ensuring that each student is on track with their academic goals.
Recommendations from teachers for core classes were thoroughly explained, guiding students
towards fulfilling their potential.
YouScience Career Aptitude Assessment: Students engaged with the YouScience platform to
discover their unique strengths and interests, facilitating the exploration of potential career
paths. By now, most students have completed this assessment, and they are welcome to schedule
a meeting to review their results and discuss their implications for future planning.
SCOIR Registration: We successfully registered all students with SCOIR, our comprehensive
college planning system. This tool serves as a valuable resource for researching colleges,
exploring career options, and managing the college application process. Parents, you are
encouraged to create your own SCOIR account to stay informed about your child's college
exploration journey. If you haven't received an invitation from your student yet, please let me
know, and I can assist you with access.

Additionally, March marked a significant milestone with the introduction of the first digital SAT Day at
our school. Nearly the entire junior class participated in this event, signaling a successful transition
to the new format. If you're interested in learning more about the structure of the new SAT, I
encourage you to visit the College Board's website here.

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/whats-on-the-test/structure
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/whats-on-the-test/structure


This spring, students will have the opportunity to select their elective courses, allowing them to tailor
their academic experience to their interests and aspirations. More information regarding the elective
selection process will be communicated soon, so please keep an eye out for updates. We will be
utilizing FACTS (Family Portal) for students to enter their first and second elective choices.

It's essential to note that while students have the freedom to choose their electives, certain classes
are mandatory for graduation or may be necessary to fulfill college admissions requirements. These
requirements have been discussed with your student ensuring they are on track with their academic
progress.

As we navigate through this scheduling process, please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any
questions or concerns. Your active involvement is crucial in ensuring that your child's academic path
aligns with their goals and aspirations.

As we move forward into April, I encourage both students and parents to remain proactive in their
college planning journey. Please don't hesitate to reach out if you have any questions, concerns, or if
you would like to schedule a meeting to discuss your child's academic and college goals further.

Wishing you all a productive and fulfilling month ahead!

Warm regards,

College Counselor 
First Baptist High School

Shannon Roy



U P D A T E S

ADVANCEMENT

GIVE ONLINE AT FBSCHOOL.ORG/DONATE

11th Biennial Live
and Silent
Auction
The FBS 11th Biennial Live and Silent
Auction will be held on Saturday, April 13,
2024, at The Harbour Club at WestEdge.
The school auction is always a wonderful
time of great fun, food, music and raising
much needed funds for our school.

Event Schedule
5:45 PM - Registration
6:00 - 7:30 PM - Hors d'oeuvres 
6:00 - 8:30 PM - Silent Auction
7:30 PM - Dinner
8:30 - 10:00 PM - Live Auction

Thank you to our sponsors!

https://www.fbschool.org/donate


Around CampusAround Campus



F I R S T  B A P T I S T  S C H O O L

RESOURCES

F A C T S  
L O G I N

S T U D E N T  
H A N D B O O K

P A R E N T  T E A C H E R
O R G A N I Z A T I O N ( P T O )

S M A R T  T U I T I O N
L O G I N

S C H O O L H O U S E
F A R E  L U N C H

D R E S S  C O D E

F A C U L T Y / S T A F F  
D I R E C T O R Y

A C A D E M I C
C A L E N D A R

O N L I N E
G I V I N G

T h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  c a n  a l w a y s  b e  f o u n d  o n  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  p a g e  o f  o u r  w e b s i t e .

PTO

https://logins2.renweb.com/Logins/ParentsWeb-Login.aspx
https://www.fbschool.org/parent-resources
https://parent.smarttuition.com/
https://www.fbschool.org/_files/ugd/38e40f_5b8b157df12541e8b6316351ffb9aeaf.pdf
https://www.fbschool.org/_files/ugd/38e40f_85f5ff9790704f57b34bf6901cc041ed.pdf
https://www.fbschool.org/team
https://www.fbschool.org/academic-calendars
https://www.fbschool.org/donate
https://logins2.renweb.com/Logins/ParentsWeb-Login.aspx
https://logins2.renweb.com/Logins/ParentsWeb-Login.aspx
https://www.fbschool.org/parent-resources
https://www.fbschool.org/parent-resources
https://www.fbschool.org/parent-resources
https://www.fbschool.org/pto
https://www.fbschool.org/pto
https://parent.smarttuition.com/
https://parent.smarttuition.com/
https://www.fbschool.org/_files/ugd/38e40f_5b8b157df12541e8b6316351ffb9aeaf.pdf
https://www.fbschool.org/_files/ugd/38e40f_5b8b157df12541e8b6316351ffb9aeaf.pdf
https://www.fbschool.org/_files/ugd/38e40f_85f5ff9790704f57b34bf6901cc041ed.pdf
https://www.fbschool.org/team
https://www.fbschool.org/team
https://www.fbschool.org/team
https://www.fbschool.org/academic-calendars
https://www.fbschool.org/academic-calendars
https://www.fbschool.org/parent-resources
https://www.fbschool.org/pto

